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L2] 
is the ſame betwixt the Scripture and the unſtable 
People. 

We can't ſuppoſe them, (viz. Women, Tradeſ- 
men, &c. } able to underſtand the Circumſtances of 
_ time and place when and where it was written nor. 
the coherence of things, nor the Cuſtomes and Rites 
of the ſeveral Nations to which it alludes ; bur thac 
they will contrive and apply it, as though it intended 
the very State and Condition of theſe Iſlands. No- 
thing has been more experienc'd than this. And here 
the Reader will pleaſe ro obſerve, I am nct going 
about to argue this matter from the abuſe of Scripture, 
but from the pop#/ar untitneſs and incapacity to meddle 
with it, Theargument, I confeſs, is not good, from 
the ill uſe of a thing to take away the uſe : bur I hope 
the argument is good, Such a manis of a weak digeſti- 
on, Thercfore not to be advis'd to the uſe of ſtrong 
meats: or he is of a temper apt to quarrel, Therefore 
let him abſtain from much Wine. 7 

That this may appear, let it be remembred, the Or- 
dinary means to a right underſtanding of the Scriptures 
are theſe, Learning, ſtudy, 'rational inference, collation 
of places, conſulting the Original and Expoſitions of 
the primitive Fathers, who liv'd neareſt the Age of the 
- Apoſtles, together with ani humble cemper and conſtant 
prayer for Gods bleſſing upon all, 

Conſider alſo how naturally they miſtake che'e fol- 
lowing Texts; 


The honr cometh and now is, when the true worſhip- 
pers ſhall wor(bip. the Father in Spirit and in 

' F: 8th. | | 
1n 
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"1:2 8iu do yernſhip we, tracking for defrines the 


commanaments of men. | 
. Te are kepgh with 8 price, be nvt ye the ſervants 
of FEW, } ; 


Stand faſt in the likerty wherewith Chrift hath made 
- yow feta | EF 
inby es though living in the world are ye ſubject to 
Ordinances ? | es 
The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſbip over them, 
but it foall wot he fo amang you. 21319 
O father thou haft hid theſe things from the wiſe 
axd prudent, but baft revealed them unto Bubes, | 


Illuminated by theſe and other Texts, the grave 
Shop-keeper can ſee Popery in the Church and Ty- 
rangy in. the Stare: and in vain ſhall you or I tell 
- bim that he is miſtaken in his interpretation of chem. 

I would only ſay this," That fearwing and modeſty 
are _— co the underflanding of the Bible ; che Peg- 
ple generally want 4otb, therefore ns competent Rea» 
ders, ' What will che' grave Jmn-keeper (ay to this? 
'Tis true, I am. not learned my 1{c}f, bur our Miniſter 
Mr.T.isa very precidus man, and a Goſpe/ Preacher, and 
able toteach wsthe rightſence of the aforeſaid Texts. 

Very good, Though thou |beeſt not learned, nar {9 
and fo qualified thy ſelf,: thy Afiziſter is 3 this ſeems 
_ to reſolve all into the 2dwniffer ; and to confeſs una- 

wares, Thatnot.theuolearned People, but the Church 
or Paſtors thereof arc fit to give the ſence of Gocs 
Word, Thus, perhaps, unawarcs art chou confefſing 
that. Papery, ( abour which thoſe of thy Party have 


ſo long confounded che peace of Clhnyfendom ) of 
| ID B reſting 
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refting in the Charch-or Paſtors thereof, for the-fence. 


of Gods Word. 


W hich being duly-.conſidered, it-ſeems co- me- alittle - 


incongruous, if not abſurd, to ſay, That every Feaver, 
Brewer, Taylor: hath -( notwithſtanding+his want of che 
aforcfaid requiſits, to wit, /earning and -humnility) a 
Judgement-- of diſcretion-to -aſlent-or diflent from -the 
ſence given by the Church. To allow- him-ſuch a 
judgement, _ and - yet reſtrain. him the external. liberty 
thereof, or cenſure -him for it, ſeems to-hims very hard 
and.unjuſt: My dulneſs, I-confeſs, apprehends not the 
difference betwixt-this Fuagement of diſcretion and that 
which ſome call the pravate Spirit. . 
 What-:-am I allowed-a judgement of diſcretion, 
will the honeſt Taylor ſay ; and muſt I-be debarr'd the 
liberty thereof 2- muſt'I pin -my. faith on the ſl-eve of 
the- Church 2 No (good Mr.Parſoz ) for all your car- 
nal. Sophiſtry, my Fudgemert obliges me to cur. our my 
own Religion and (et itup for a Faſhion, 
-- Fo this the ingenious and- worthy Dr. Til/otſon an- 
ſwers in his tate Sermon:on x Fohn 4.1. pag. 39. That 
all Perſons having Capacities for ic, are to read the 
Scriptures and judge for themſelves in matters of Reli-. 
gion, but with modeſty and humility, with great ſub- 
miſfion to their ſpiritual Guides, | 
Having Capacities for it ; which excludes all im- 
modeſt and unlearned People from judging for them- 
ſelves: with ſubmiſſion to their ſpiritual Guides, makes 
the Taylors judgement of diſcretion an impertinent- 
. thing. Ir is to be conſidered ( ſaith the Doctor in the 
aforeſaid Sermon ) That the-proper remedy in this. caſe 
i-not to-deprive men of this priviledge. of judging for. 
" themſelves 
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themſelves tn matters of Religion ; but to uſe the beſt 
means to prevent the abuſe of it. And this means is, 
we are to caution them wot to aſſume to themſelves the 
Authority of Fudges, inſtead of demranins themſelves 
with the ſubmiſſion of Lrarners, Tis an excellent cau- 
tion, were the mult/tmle capable to rective ir, 

Well, but you will ſay, it's ; tzue, the: Malticude 


, May be ſomewhat incapable to judge fo- them «©! ves as 


to doubtful and di/putable matters. But as co all mar- 
ters xeceſſaryto ſalvation, the Scriptures are plairl and« 
evident to every Taylors underſtanding. Pertizps nof. 
Where the obſcurity dwells, of divers Articles ne- 
ceſlary to ſalvation, whether in the Scriprares or the 
Peoples underſtandings, I ſhalLnor undertake co deter» 
mine : but this, I hope, wilfBe granted me, that the - 
dofrine of the Trinity, the Article of the Holy Ca- 
tholick Church, Infants Baptiſm, obedience ro Au- 
thority Civil and Ecclefiaſtical are matters neceſſary to 
ſalvation ; and yet how many thouſands ( good (eri- 


'ous Tradeſmen) do attentively read the Enoliſh Bible 
'and miſs the. Orthodox belief of theſe things £ $0 that 
0 telF vs of ſuch a brightneſs in the Scriptures as to all 


neceſſary matters, is toinform us, as Countrey People 


'do Travellers, enqujring their way to ſuch a Town 
'thac we cann'c go aſtray, when nothing is more caſle, 

': T know not, but if 'the Scriptures were (o extream- 
Jy perſpicuous, methinks the Coxrowverſies between us 


and the Papiſts and Sociyians were ſoon at an end: 
what ſhould hinder it ? the blindneſs of their under- 


ſtandings or perverſeneſs of their wills; alas ! obje this 
'to @ Presbyterian or Papift, Independent or  Socinian, 
"they will exceedingly I yod# lo ade fs 
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Faving premiv'd theſe things, let's proceed to. exa-. 
mine what's uſually objeed to the contrary. | 
And firſt are we not commandcd to.ſfearch the Scris- 
ptures, John 5.39. Indeed our Engliſh Bible renders 
the word Search in the imperative mood ;_ whereas it. 
doth not appear in the Original-whether it be z#d/ca- 
tive or imperative, But fuppoſing ic to have been: 
ſpoken imperatively, Go ſearch the Scriptures 3- cis. a- 
miſtake to think they were the Vulgar:-and Unlearned 
; Jews our bleſſed Saviour was: then .diſcourting. with, 
whoſe incapacities he underſtood too- well to require 
any ſack thingof them, By Scriptures here, hemeant 
the Pſalms, the PrediQtions of Ezek#el, Daniel, &c. the 
Advſatcal types and figures of the Meffiet;;- which, at 
' that time,the moſt learſd- Jews had cnongh. to. do. ro 
unriddic. 'The word igwren Search being a Metaphor. 
taken from ſach-as dig deepin the z#/zes, imports ſuch 
an Enquiry a$-unlearned People, who underſtand noc- 
the Original, cannot ;oagns, 42a of. The ma- 
tcrnal-language of Fadeeat that time and long before 
was Syriac, and (as learngd*men-ſay,) the Valgar 
Jems of that Age underſtood Hebrew no morethan.naw. 
Vulgar Etaliansdo Latin, * 
But ( 'twill be ſaid ) The Law and the Prophets- 
were then readin the Synagogues every Sabbath -day.. - 
Yes, in the Hebrew tongue, as at this day -;, and in-. 
terpreted by the Scribes and Jewiſh Doors; otherwife - 
acte-underſtood by. the common people :. The perfe&: 
Hebrew ever ſince the Captivity cealingto be the Vul- 
ar Language of the Jews. The Reader may pleaſe to-- 
ce a further account of this, in Biſhop Walton's Preface 
| belore his Introdutionto the Eaſtern tongues ; Prinred 
Aunt 1655, ts | "The. 
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- The Old Teftament was not then extant in the Vul- 
 £ar, that is, the Syriac tongue: nor perhaps any Chal- 
dee Paraphraſe, Qr it it were, a Paraphrale is one 
thing -and 8.Franflation is another. *Tis to me a lic- 
tle ſtrange, that our-blefled Sawiaur (if it were a mat- 
ter of {o grand: neceffity) either lefr no 7xjunifin 
rouching nn. otire- 6 47//4t/op of the Scriptures, ar that 
'the Apoſtles recorded it not, Tis true, the Qld Te- 
ftamegt was then extant in Greek, which the Yulgar In-. 
babicantsof Fades underſtood nor. : | 

But are not:the \BRexeaxs commended, As 17. It.. 
ia that they received the Herd with all readineſs of - 
mind, and ſearched the Scriptures daily. whether thoſe.- - 
things wereſo 2 Yes Paz/and Sy/as went into the-Sy-- 
nagogueat. Berea; and there preached tothe faves, opem- 

_— alledoing ont of the Old FT t, That. 

;ft muſt needs have ſuffered and riſen- again from - 
the dead, Whereupon the Bereens, as many as were 
capable of it, conſulting. the Scriptures honeftly and : 

without prejudice, were converted. to the Chriſtian . 
faith, Whereit- is to be obſerved, That theſe Bere- 
xs by the Apoſtles-Preaching and Exparnding under- 
ſtood the Scriptures and never before z though they - 
read them and heard them-read every- Sabbath day.-. 
*Hew Tunfcree 7 Zarar,, They were of :a:more generous « © 
and docible remper than other Jews.: In-all which 
there is not, that T can perceive, any contradiction. to . 
what I have faid, that the: 24/rirnde cannot of them- 
ſelves and. by their own Reading underſtand. the .Scri- G 
Pures, that. is, without. the guidance .of heir Pa- . * 
ſors. "2 BD: Fl | 
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' Bar the Bereaps [examined. St, : Paws! dotrineſby 

the Scriptures, therefore: the People are to examine 
their Paſtors doCtrine by ' the Scriptures z Ic will nor 
follow, -: The Bercans were as:yet no' Chriſtians but 
Jews 4 and--confequently. He not as: yet'acknowledged 
for their Paſtor. : "The caſe' is" not the ſame between 
C :riſtian Paſtors and *Fews, as between Chriſtian 
* Preachiers'and cheir own flocks, Chriſtian people, if 
they regard "the Scrip:ures, are not to judge, bur to 
obey and ſubmit themſeFues to their own Paſtors, who 
watch far. thezr: ſouls as thoſe that muſt' grue an ac- 
* count," Heb; 13.17, We may talk of our judgement 
of diſcretion, and miſtake. our own petulanc humours 
for ir, 'Whar bur confuſton and diſtraQion can. be 
the conſequence of: this. :222x77, tharthe Sheep may ar. 
Taign the dodtrine of their Paſtors. The Clergy there- 
fore incaſe of erroneous doctrine are to be accountable 
ro their own Superiors. '1 
There: are divers other Texts objeRed againſt the 

| Premiſes, bur none which the ingenious Reader (and 
co ſuch alone I addreſs thisPaper ) :may not ealily an- 
ſwer,' That the Z/rae/;tes were to meditate in the Law 
'and teach it diligently to their Children, is very often 
and very impercinently objeted. For the Law of God 
43s one:thing: and: the Scripture ac, large .is another, 
[By rhei Law of God is:meant: not eyery. paſſage in the 
Bible, +bur:the:moral, judicial, and c:remomal Laws 
contained in the Books of Exodus, Leviticus, and:Dew- 
terowomy.. Which Laws'the Iſraclites were firſt to be 
-taughr by their Prieſts Dext. 31.11, and afterwards to 
teach them their Children : This is nothing to our caſe, 
Thar Chriſtian People are to know and ——_— 
55 : | ; Gods 
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Gods commandments no body ever doubted ; That they 
are bound (1mean the unlearned )- to read or under. 
ſtand Z=ekiel, Daniel or the Revelations, yea or 
St. Panl's Epiſtles, is that which I deny ; and I would 
gladly ſee a pertinent Text ro prove it. * | 2. », 

As for S. Paul's commendation: of Timpthy,! that he 
had known the Holy Scriptares from a Child, i100 con- 
tradiction to what has been ſaid. 

Imagine Timothy, a ſele& Perion, an Angel of 
the Church, underſtood /all. che Prophecies of-che Old 
Teſtament from 'a Child, will it follow'thae every :'Wo- 
man and Tradeſman can be ſo happy * Again, 'by: the 
Holy Scriptures cannot bemeant. here-all the: ' Prophecies 
of the Old Teſtament , becauſe divers parts thercof, as 
the beginning of: Gexeſss, the Book of. Cantucles the 
firſt and laſt Chapters of 'Zzekzet were not 'to:be:rrad 
by-rhe anciegt Jews under” rhirty .years*of .age; as 
S. Hierom- informs us in his Epiſtle:to Pawinas - - 

In whoſe dayes the scriptures being ſo profan'd by 
Vulgar hands, mov'd him to this following reſentment, 
which the Reader wall give me leave toitranſcribe our of 
that Epiſtle, | + 957121 ws 

' Apricole; Ceamentarii; Fabri metallorum, Lignorumq: . 


. - Ceſores, Lanarii quoque & Fullones & — Vart-. 


am ſupellefttilem fabricant, abſque doftore efſe:non poſe 
ſant. Quod 'medicorum eft,\promittunt medics; tra*: 
Fant fabrilia fabri. vSvla Scripturarum ars eft;. quan - 
paſſim omnes fibi vendicant. Hance garrularanus,hanc 
aclirus ſenex, hanc Sophiſta wverboſws, . han: untver ſt: 
preſumunt, lacerant, docent antequam diſcunt, GC, 
Thar is,to bea Smith; or Maſon, or Carpenter; or: any: 
other ſort of Craftſman, there. is necd of a a_ 

= only . 
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the [Trade of copuanting | Scripture is a ;Myltet 
ar every one arrogates to himſelf, Here the Pro 
fician will be-preſcribing receits, the Lawyer will be 


demurring, and every handy-crafts-man will be handling 
the Word of God with impnre hands. This the prat- 
ling huſwiſe,. this che old:Dotard, this. the wrangling 
Sophiſtet, 'iri a word this men of. all ſorts cake upon 
them co have skill in, and co teach what they never 
learn'd.:. Thws he. =o y 
| \The Bible then in bis dayes.;{you will ay )) had beea 
tranflated ini@the r.tongue, Tt was fo, and -per- 
haps two centaries before: and into Greet Jong: bafore 
our Saviours time, The queſtion all this -while is nor 
whether the Scriptures may be.read ia the Vulgar Lan- 
-Snage ? no, that which S.Hicrerre refented, was the 
; pratmiſcuovs and unliceas'd aſc of them by all ſorts of 
i-difpos'dPcople.  Lerthe queſtion icherefore be whe- 
ther the Church in pradence might not reftrain ſuch 
' profanation of them 2 or whether <onduces more to 
the honour of Religion, the peace. and unity of the 
'Charch, tohavethe ufc of Vulgar Travflations with or 
without Licence * oe 
{-dun*r find the Church of *Zorze themſelves .abſo- 
lately forbidding the-nfe of Vulgar Trandlations ; bur 
only providing thatche .unlcarged and wnſtzble people - 
may read, bur not iwreft them to their ows deſtrudti-. 
on;25. S. Perer:{peaks.. Sec Bellarre. hb: 3. de. Yerbo. 
Des rep. T5, I within were the worſt of theirerrors ;- 
whereby they have preſerved themſelves, if nor from. 
all. diſputes of Religion, at .Icaſt, from that Labyrinch 
of: Refor mates, into which werek 'thele ations (rem 
'to-have brought our ſclves at this day; ' For as if [Re- 
|  lgion 


[21] 
ligion had not been often enough reform?d ſince 77e, $, 
we are at this day not without our apprehenſions, nor 
our numerous Adverſaries without their ſtrong hopes 
of another Reformation. 

Let itbe remembred that envy and inconſtancy are 
the natural humours of the 24u/titude ; 'and that no 
experience hath found theſe humours any whit abated, 
but rather heightned by their familiaricy with the 
Scriptures, | | 

The High Commiſſion Conrt in cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, 
if reſtor'd, were a happy remedy (ſome think )) to 
ſuppreſs hereſies, errors, ſchiſms, blaſphemies, and abu- 
ſes in Religion, But alas ! refle& a little on our /afe 
times, and then tell me what did this High Commiſſion 
Courc ſignifie againſt the m2»/titude intoxicated with 
miſtakes of Holy Scripture ? 

Burt Hereſies and Schiſms (you will ſay ) have been 
vented for the moſt part not. by ignorant but learned 
men. Iknow not : perhaps if the truch were known, 
their pride and ill nacure would be found much greater 

than cheir learning, and their ſchiſms might have'ex- 

. pir'd with themſelves, were not the Holy Scriptures 
unadviſedly expos'd into the rude hands of the Jul- 
#itude, ny | 

To be ſhort, :let-the Reader pleaſe to obſerve with 
me this one thing, that ufilearned People, when they 
read the Bible, muſt of neceſſity conſtrue it by an im- 
plicit fairh on the kill of the Tra»//ators : and why 
not by the ſame faich and much mo.e ſafety and hu- 
mility receive the (ſubſtance an cffe&t of ir. collected 
by the Church into Books of Picty and Devotion * 
This (I humbly chink ) were not to keep them in ig- 
EO RE OE C | norance, 
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norance, but in ſobriety and ia their wits. A man: 
would think ( confidering the popular incapacity and 
weakneſs to receive fo ftroag meat, not being chew'd 
nor prepar'd for them ) ſuch Books as the Catechiſve 
of the Church of Englazd, or the whele Duty of man. 
much fitter for them. $S. Pas! gave this jucgement 
concerning his Corizthians, 1 Cor. 3. 2. i have fed 
you with milk and not with meat, for bithertoye mere 
mot able to bear it, neither yet are ye able. 
Unlearned People (1 fay } whether: they will or no, 
muſt depend on the fidelity of the Tranflators of Holy 
Scripture, For ought they know, ic way. be all miſ- 
interpreted into the Valgar Language, as certainly ma- 
ri places are in our. Exzliſ6 Bible To inſtance in 
a ICWe ; . | 


Matth. 2%. 19. Gal. —— Cebofi. 2-30. 2: Cor. 
73.9. Matth, 19.11, Jeb 3.1. 1 Cor.-1t. 2. Datel. 
q» 27. AI 17. 22: : | | 


All which and-maay: ocher Texcs are made nfe of ar 
every'tura tojuſtifie their looſe and Fanatical: opinions, 
Particularly you ſhall find Gal. 5. 27.. cited by the. 
Presbyterian Aſſembly.of Divines, to prove the impoſ+ 
Gbiliry of keeping Gods Commancmegnts z the words in . 
the 0r29inal admitting no fuck; conſtruction. 0 | 

We will not pin our faith on the ſleeve of cha Church, 
no by no.means 3. The Church is not infallible :-but on-. 
the ſleeve of Franſlators we will pia all oue Religion. 


Te ſelf-fame thing we will abhar 
One way, and long axother for. Hudibr. 
Well, 
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Well, in vain did we expe the common Peoples 
amendment by their own reading of the Scriptures, 
In vaio have they eaten of this Tree of knowledge, 
And whereas divers of them, who read the Bible, are 
yer modeſt and tractable enough to Government, and 
conformable to the preſent eſtabliſht Church 5 ſome, 
you may obſerye, are indifferent for any Rekgion ; 
others are conformable not ſo much from their wnder- 
faxding of that book, as our of the loyalty and 4v- 
weſt3 of their natures : and that ſach may have /- 
cexce tread it, no body denies, . For the yet, who 
are inclin'd to faction and change, experience hath 
made it apparent enough, the !iberzy of rhe Scriptures 
hach made chem more facious and ſeditious, 

For inftance, there are many extraordinary paſſages 
or marcers of faF-in the Old Teſtament, particularly 
in the Books of Samuel, the Kings and Chromitles, 
which to r$2-» are -very"good arguments againſt the 
preſent Government of Cherch and Stute. The de- 
Rruction of the Groves and high places and molten 
Sages by Foſtah, * the Nlavghter of  Bae?”s Pricfts. by 
Feiw, have been very good arguments againſt the Mir- 
rarchy and Cathedral Service of the Chyrchof England, 
The ſpoiling of the Egypriens, the zeal of: #hinehas 
againſt Zimri and Cozb;, are good Precedenrs for Re- 
formation and defenſive Arms againſt the King. And 
examples, ſo they bei s$rripture, are as argumentative 
with the Ya/gar, as any Preceprs whatſoever. .. 
The Engl:th Bible is become a Glaſs, wherein the 
faRious Multitude can ſee 211 the Vices, but none of 
the Vertuesof their Governors, ' | | 
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*Tis- too. apparent that Eng/iſh-men were never (0. 
iJl-natur'd towards one another, (o 1acrilegions towards 
God, -nor ſo regardleſs of their C/ergy, as they. have 
been for -this laſt Century. And the Author of the 
late book entituled, The Reghns of the Contempt of the 
Clergy, might have aſſigned one Reaſo#, for it, which I 
think he has forgot, namely.the_libexty of the Eng/iſb 
Bible. Ee - 

For in Scripture I'donot. find (ſaiththe judicious Inn- 
keeper ) any ſuch neceſſity. of. the C/ergy : do I nor 
xead Joel. 2. 28, 1 ſhell come ro paſs-in the leſt dayes, 
that 1. will pour out my. ſpirit upon all fleſh, and your 
Sons and your Daughters ſhall prophefie, your old mex 
tball dream. dreams, your- young men [ball ſee Viſtons-; 
and alſo, upon the ſervants and upon the handmaids in 
thoſe  dayes will 1. pour out my ſpirit and they ſhall 
grophefies. | . _ RIES =: 
And-.do I not read, 'x Cor; 12.7. To every man is 
given the manifeſtation of the ſpirit to profit withall, 
And Heb.8..11. They ſhall xot teach every man bis 
neighbour, andevery man hu brother, ſaying, know the 
Lord, for they: ſhall all know me from the leaſt to the 
greateſt, j- CLOTR $4 | 
Ve:ily, methiaks- the Scripture ( ſaith the profound 
Weaver ) holds forth rathcr a Presbyterial than Pre» 
Jatical Government. For don't I read Luke 22. 25. 
The Rings of the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip over them, 
but :it ſhall wot be ſo dmwng you, And 1 Tim. 4.15. 
Negle& not the gift that was given thee by Prophecy, 
with the, laying on of the hands of the P;esbycery. 
Andin vain ſhall you or I cell him that hes miſtaken 
ka his 2rerpretation of theie Texts, Yea as for Luke 
| ” 23«.25.. 


- 
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22, 25. the ſpirir, faith he, wicneſſeth with my ſprr:e 
whatever your carnal Greet ſayes to the contrary, I 
am not miſtaken; Es 
To dreſs any meat on the Lords Day is with him 
a breach of the fourth Commandment, Thou ſhalt do x0 
manner of work, thou nor thy maid-ſervant, &c, 
_ The scriptures: came at laſt to be ſo abuied, thac 
about the year 1645. you might have ſeen Papers pub- 
lickly affixt on Walls and Poſts in the City of Zoxdox 


- with theſe and the like 7»ſcripricoys, On ſuch a day 


ſuch a Brewers Clerk exerciſeth , ſuch a Taylor ex- 
undeth, ſuch a Waterman teacheth, ec. 

W hich impudence 5. Beſi/ reproved long ago in De- 
»ſthenes, Cookto the Emperour Yalexs, Twum eft pul- 
menta decoquere, non Evangelinm exponere ; mind your - 
Pottage, and meddle not with the Myſteries -of Scri- - 
prare, 


T endall with a paſſage or two out of our own Hi- 
ſtories. The. firſt out of. Howes in. the Life of Q-- 
Mary. 


In the year:1553.. Sr. Fobn. Gates was -Arraigned - 
and ſentenced to death for Rebellion againſt his $9- 
verdign the Princeſs Mary, Elieſt Daughter to King 
Hen, VIII. Art the place of Execution he made his.. 
Confeſſion to the People in theſe words, . 


My. 
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Y coming. hither this day ( good People) is to 

dye, whereof I aſſure you all, I am well wor- 
chy.. For 1 have lived as Virioully all the dayes of 
my life -as any man hath done inche World, I was 
che greareft Reader of Scripture thac mighr be of a 
man of my degree, and a worſe follower thereof noc 
living 5 for I didnotread co the intenero: be Edified 
thereby, nor co ſcek the glory of God; bur comrari- 
wile arrogancly to be ſedicions and to difpute thereof, 
and privately co incerprert ir afcer mineowa brain and 
affection, ' Wherefore ( People ) I exhort. you 
all: co beware how and after - what ſort you come ry 
read Gods holy Word. Forit is not a trifle or .play- 
ing game to deal with Gods holy Myſteries. For as 
the Bee of one flower gathers honey, and the Spider 
poyſon of the ſame 3 even ſo except you hambly ſub- 
mit your ſelves to God, and charitably read the. ſame 
to-the intent to be edified chereby, it is to you as poy- 
fon __ vorſe, and it were | better: to: ler ir; alone, 
Thus te, 


'Berter for him at leaſt, and all ſuch-ill-diſpaſed Pep. 
ple to underſtand their -Catechiſm, that:is, che prigdi- 
'ples and maxims of Chriſtian Religion colleted by 
the Church: and to pray to God that they may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in all Godlineſs and ho- 


welty, 
The 


E3rJ] 


The other paſſage is this. - O1e of the Mu-derers 
of K, Chertes the Firſt of glorious memory, as he pat- 
ſed to Tybnrn in Offober 1660. called for bis hible, 
and embracing it, ſaid, This hath the whale Cauſe in 
it; meaning the Grad Old Canſe, Ye, the caute for 
which I haveengaged is contained in this book of God, 
A certain Miniſter asked him, what he meant by the 
Cauſe? He anſwered, Sir, I mean that Cauſe which 
we were engaged in. under the Parliament ; which 
was for common right and freedom, and againſt Surplice 
and Common: Prayer, 

_ This was Colonel Axze/, a man of good natural. 
Parts, See ColleQton of Speeches, Prayers, and. pri- 
vate paſſages of Regicides, Printed 1661. . 


To this-we may: add: the words of Colonel Fohs : 
Barkſtead, another bf the- Regicides out of the Nar- 
rative publiſhed by their own Friends, a9, 1662. 


A Friend. coming to Viſit him that week: he ſuffered, 
dr& partake of many choice breathings from-him-: one - 
was this, *Although 1 find I have no ſtrength to enconn-- 
crer with thoſe great tryals I 'am-to meet with, yer 
«] will labour to quier my heart through the Spirie - 
« of faith frag that Scripture, Iſaiah 30. 7, Yourr 
& ftrength'is ro*fic ſtill 3. and indeed I find ir. ſo... 


T hen one preſent. asked him. if he thought the Cauſe - 
in which he had been engaged, would 'ever riſe again 
he Anſwered, the Cauſe lyes in the Boſom of Chriſt, . 
and. as ſure as Chriſt arole, the Cauſe will riſe again + 
and. 


C181). 

and we dye but to make way for it; 'For when Fohx 
the Bepriſt came co prepare the way for Chrilt, he 
muſt be beheaded for ir; fo we by our death'do' but 
make way for the next coming of -Jefus Chriſt perſo- 
nally to reign” a Thouſand years with his. Saints : and 
alchough we dye, the Cauſe will certainly live. This 
he gathered ont of Ezekiel, Daniel, and the Revela- 
"840715, 


PosTSCRIPT, 


[55] 
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POSTSCRIPT, 


N theyear 1536, when the Bible was expoſed in 
Engliſh by che commandmenr of K. Hey. $. theſe 

{ following reafons were given pro and cox, which fe 

- Reader will give me leave to tranfcribe' our of the 
Hiſtory of thoſe times with (ome few remarks. | 


i: Thoſe who deny the People theufe of the Bible in 
= muſt NT know their LON 


the Vu'gar Tongue; vt | 
and practices to be inconſiſtear with 'it, ' avs 
Arch-biſhop Cr axmer who was projeing the molt ef- 
FeQual-means for promoting the Reformation, moved 
in Convocation, That they ſhould perition rhe King for 
Jeavetomiakea Tranflation'of the Bible 5 which Byhay 
Gardiner and all his party oppoſed both in Convocai 0h 
and inlecretwith the King ; ſaying, Thar all the He- 
refies and <xrravagant opinions which then diftracted all 
Germany, ſprang from the common u'e of the Sctis 
ures : and tharthere was an exaryple before theirEyes, 
of ineteent FHollanders tharin- Afi 1535. Were \cOn- 
victed for denying Chriſt tobe both' God and Magn, or 
that ke-'rook ficſh- and blood,of the Virgin A7ary; ar 
that the Sacraments had any off: an choſe that recet- 
ellcher.' It was complained that allthefe Grew. their 
Hamnible-efrouts rom the mitiſcroer; uſe of the Scxi- 
ures: aridthat to'bfcrthe'Biblean che E igliſh rongue 
D during 
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during theſe diſtrations, would prove, as they. alledged, 
the greateſt ſnare that could be,. | 
Therefore they propoſed: ( namely: Gerdizer. and his 
party ) that there ſhould be.a ſhort Expoſition of the 
moſt uſeful and_ neceſſary. dodrines; of the Chriſtian 
faith giventothe' People in the Engliſh congue for the 
inſtruion of the Nation ; which woulJ4 keep chem in 
| 3 x wii to the King and. Church..in matters 
of faith. ? | 
* The: qther Party, though they. liked. well the pub- 
liſhipg ſuch a Treatiſe in the Vulgar Tongue, yer byno 
means thought ir. ſufficient ; bur. ſaid, the People muſt 
be allowed to ſearch the Scripture ; by which they 
might be. conyinced.chat ſuch Treatiſes were according 
tot, Whereof ( the Reader may take notice) rhe un- 
Pable mujtitude are excellent Fuages, | 
'"'Tothis great oppoſition was,made at Court.. Far 
| Tome told the King that diverlſicy of opinions would ariſe 
out of .it and that he would be no longer able co Go- 
vert his Subjeds, if he gave way to- it.. + Theſe-were 
ſprewd gueſſers.. | 4 51g 
*. Onche other hand it was repreſented, That. nothing 
would make the King's Supremacy. more acceptable to 
the Nation, _ #:rh what truth this was ſuggeſted, the 
event hath made apparent : our numerous Sefts at thu 
day finding no fiuch thing, as bu Majeſties Supremacy in 
the holy Scriptures. | 
Further it was ſaid, that nothing: would- render the 
Pope more hateful to the People, than to let them ſee 
that whereas the .Popgs had governed them by a blind 
obedience, and keprthem,in daiknets ; the King brought 
them into the /zghe by, the free. uſe. of Gods . Word. 
| Fl Yes, 


_ 
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Yes, They were brought out: of che darkneſs of. Pope 


10co a great many /ights : thelight of Presbytery, the 


light: of ſadependency, the light of Socinianilm, of 


 Anabaptiſm, Muggterconianiſm, Quakeriſm; Fifch- mo- 


narchy men, &c. - None of theſe ights,.I. confels, ari- 
fing ouc of che Bible; bur our of che unſtable noddles.:of 
the People, niiſtaking and 'perverring char: Bible;. -Iaro 
what diſtraction this V aricty. of {zgb/sz/in proceſs of 
time, would turn, was not thea foreſcen, 4un9:15 36, 

Ic 'was ſaid moreover, That nothing wou'd :moxe ef- 
feaually; extirpare :the | Popes .. Authority (and. 7 am 
afraid, intime, the King's Authority.) 11. 1 
Theſe arguments. faith the: Hiſtorian:) enforced by 
the power which 4x Boley» had in Kings Henry's affe- 
Rions, were ſo much conſidered by him; that he gave 


ry 


_ - prderfor ſectingiabout thei7ranfletionimmiediarely, , - 


i: Doubcleſs his-intention was good: but the. Fruic of ie 
heſſaw:in a:few years. \; For his Trading Subjedts: gene- 
rally :not-having-remper 'or capacity to underſtand it, 
were converted: from the blind obedience: and: merits of 
Popery,ioto/a word of envy, malice, and: jealouite. one 
of. ;driorher.”:: \Of-chis the King himſelf. takes; notice 'in 
his Speechio the Houſe: of Commons, . Lam 1545; the 
words are theſe, v:z. 7 2677 11 

;- He:could not but obſerve; .* That inſtead of chari- 
< ty and concord; diſcard and divifion:ruted everywhere, 
He icited St. Paul's: words,. That charity -wis gear/e 
«and not exvtousinorpond;> Bur whenone Called"agg- 
«ther Heretique, and the : orher called him Papiſt 'or 
{© Phariſee; ir was no figs of Charity. - Some (faid he) 
<aretoa ſtiff. inirheis:old Mpmpſimnr;: others: are ted 
cc bufie and curious incheir: new.*Sumpimess! He iproy 
Wa; 12 D 2 '© ceeded 
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:<-cecdctto reptove thoſe of the Zaity. wha railed at 
« their Biſhops and Prieſts. For though they had the- 
cc Bible given them in their Mother Tongue yer, ſaid 
« he, Thac was only given them to inform their own 
« Conſciences, and inſtruct their Children. and Families ; 
© not to rail agtinſt Prieſts;as fome vain. perſons 'did, 
« He was ſorry:that fuch a Jewel: as the [Word of: God 
« was (oill uſed :: bur'much more forry chat men follow- 
«edit ſg:licrle. [For charity (ſaid he), was never faint. 
« er.z. and a Godly life never leſs appeared ; and God 
© never:lels Revercnced and Worthipped:.:: Therefort- 
« heexhorted themto live. asbrechregiin-charicy roge- 
«her, to Eove, Dread and Serve God:: 7 4 hf 
One paflage morevf this gpcech cannot burobferve, 
: < The fault:of all this ( faith he.) I muſt impure 
«chiefly tothe Fachers andiTeachers af the Spicitaalryz 
« who-preach one againſt* another: without »charify or 
<difcreſtoh. "Few preachthe Ward? of Gadd: cruly: and 
<«{incerely.:''; And how can the p>or People: live in con: 
&« card whileſt their /Teachers'(ow debate:among them v 
«Therefore he. exhorted tbenr toifet forthi:Gods. ' ord 
f by-crue prekching = orelſthe as Gods Vicar andhigh 
«Miniſter would lee theſeenormities Farteed., :2':c 2 it 
This was-exccllently ſpoken. .-: The diſtractions: of 
thoſe rimes were to be: attributed in a-preat meaſure to 
Preachers, ; E with: I could not ſay-ſo'of ours. ,; 1 1: 7 
' Qnerthing/Funderſtand nob; That to:prevent vindeodn2 
cy,,contradiction aaddiforderin:Gods/publick: Worſhip, 
the Clergy are. obliged to the ule of: one Liturgy or (et 
Form of Prayer z and:at the ſame time (Cevery:Novite) 
tefc ro the liberty of his .own idifceurſe in! the: Balpy?; 
provided he quote S8eriptore foriite::: 25217 | tis vid ©? 
DS. "x St. Paml: 
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['; 81; 'Pao] leaves fot Timerbyhimfcif to his own inven- 
won to collect Gods Word onc of the: Scriptures, No, 
but hold: faft the: Form: of ſound words which thew haff 
heard of mic inifaith and leve which is in Chriſt Jeſus: 
axd the things: that thou haſt heard of me among many 
witneſſrs; the [awe commit thon to faithful mim, who 
fball berrble to roach orbert alſo, Tim. 2. 
- Theſerd of Gods Word -wrre:perhaps better: prepa- 
red by the Church; than lefe roche liberty and. di\icrewon 
of every ſower to miſtake fares for wheat, Then would 
folk come to Church not to admire (uch a Preachers 
you memory or good parts, but ro Worſhip God and 
car his Commandments, gravely and matcrially cx- 
yoanged by biggie __.__________.-- 
Biſhop Bramhall was a diſcerning Perſon ; and tells . 
Mr. Baxter in his azſwer to him about Grotian Relig: 
on, that it's true, Homilies may come ſhort of preaching in.. 
pornt of popular (fficacy, hut far exceed it in point of ſe- 
eurity, Thereis nd compariſon betwixt the Harangues 
of Epiſcopal men and thoſe of the Fanaticks. Yer 
will the Fanaticks by the help of zoe and elocntion , 
cver.outdo them in point of popular eſtimation. |. 
--One-ofrhe 3 a5 havebeen ; 
credibly inform'd ) being weary of the variety :and infi- 
nite jarrings among Preachers, and of .the diſtractions - 
thereby fomented among his Subjects, utterly forbad 
Preaching throughout all his Dominions -; and-inſtead :; 
thereof commanded his Clergy to read certain Homiiies |. 
to the People cxhorting, to the. praftice .of Chriſtian . 
Religion, without adding: one. word of their ows upon 
pain of death, He ſaw otherwiſeno likelitiood of qui-. 
etneſs or friendſhip-among his S#kjciFs,. 
Ia. 
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In theſe Kingdoms at this-day Cl ſpeak iewith. all 
humble ſubmifkon ) the. Chriftien - Religion is : nor 
preached to the People nnder its. proper heads, which 
are the-Creed, - the-Lords prayer, the Ten Command- 
ments and the Sacraments, buthandled in- confuſion on 
this and- Pother -Texe..z and mingled with their own 
Philoſophy and Reeſonings. Theend of it is, The: People 
are ever: learning and never able to.come ts the know- 
Jedgef the ermth.; as St, Pavnt Ipeaks. 
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